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(LeFT) The
upper terrace offers expansive
northern views of the extended
property. Annabelle Hydrangea
and Flowering Kousa Dogwoods
flank the hand chiseled mix New
York Bluestone retaining walls.
(RiIGHT) The formal entry to the
home is installed with terraced
retaining walls and monolithic
stone steps using a New York
Bluestone.

Ichough the homeowner of this East Hampton property

knew that trees would be moved and replanted, and that the
land would be rcshapcd into gardcns and lawns, there was one
natural phenomenon she insisted not be changed: the fireflics.
Evcry summer evening, her family’s yard and the adjaccnt natu-
ral preserve near Gcorgica Pond., fills with countless glowing
lights emitted by the insects.

“The client homeowner was very open to all our ideas, says
Roxine Brown, the Bridgehampton—bascd landscapc designcr
who transformed the two-acre site. “She was completcly fine
with my bringing to her—and carrying out—all my own ideas.
But the one simplc, little, natural thing she insisted on was that
we make sure that whatever we did that we didn't interfere wich
her being able to watch the fireflies at night.”

In reshaping the site, where there had once been an unremark-
able 1970s-cra house that was replaced with a chic, thoroughly
Modern residence built by Wirth & Company, Brown has
kcpt the site bright with those evening orbsin ﬂight. Part of
her agenda for the land was to honor the new house but soften
its rcctilincarity with organic natural shapes. “The clientand 1
decided to create alandscape that was warm and very romantic
in fecling” Another directive from the client was that her young
son be able to practice playing soccer. Brown responded by cre-
ating a tennis court—sized level field of lawn where the boy could
dribble che ball and play with friends. “Both of these directives
from her were so simple and satistying to achieve.”

More challenging was the building of a ceremonial staircase
to the front door, leading directly from the driveway. Using a
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variety of New York Bluestone, noted for its hues of browns,
intcrsperscd with grays and blues, Brown dcsigncd a handsome,
processional series ofstcps and broad landings. The distance
from the car parking arca to the front door measures some
seventy feet, so Brown was intent on making that walk “an
cxpcricncc.”

Within those stone walls that encase planting areas. Brown
positioned River Birches, hellebores, ferns, and hydrangeas.

“As you progress to the front door,” Brown outlines, “you pass
through an allée of Japanese dogwoods. “I ook the Modern-
stylc home away from its strict lines with these beautiful
organic definitions.”

Given Brown’s admitted love for old, cxisting specimcn trees,
she also uprooted a Japanese Red Maple, crepe myreles, and
holly trees. “We balled and burlapped them and moved them
to safer locations on the property.” she says, “while grading the
land and accounting for better drainage.”
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(cLockwisE
FROM OPPOSITE TOP LEFT) The open-
air covered terrace provides a
space for entertaining. A river
birch at the front entrance.
Adjacent to the open-air covered
terrace, armchairs by Sutherland
face sweeping views of the
property. The cutting garden
features Dahlias, Cosmos, and
Angelonia.
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Apart from the ocean, a defining feature of the Hamprons
landscapc is its privet hcdgcs—and Brown introduced Cxamplcs
throughout the property. She has kept them clipped to a
hcight of seven feet, justa foot taller than the fcncing that sur-
rounds much of the property. “They're just high enough, too,
so that no views from the house into the yard and gardens are
blocked.” Certain expanses of the hedges act, too, as natural
walls on the land, working not only as defining edges, butalso
as visual guides about how to best navigate the land.

Elsewhere, rounded boxwoods are set within a scrpcntinc
garden arca, defined by graveled pathways. Each boxwood is
carcfully set to indicate a different turning point on the route.
Allées of crepe myrtles—some ten mature species—run per-
pendicular to the specific garden arca. The homeowner also
requested a kitchen garden, and Brown accommodated by
planting onc for herbs and another as a cutting garden, abloom
now with dahlias, cosmos, salvia, gauras, and even some straw-
berry plants.

Brown, whose company, Harmonia, Inc., has been designing
Hamptons gardens for 23 years, admits thar this represented
her biggest commission yet. “The client allowed me to manage
cvcrything on the exterior of the house,” she cmphasizcs, “and
being entrusted to do the job the way we were allowed gave me
the lccway to bring inall my ideas. She made me feel confident
that I could handle a project of this size.”

And now, every summer evening, the fireflies signal their joy
at being able to fly through the new outdoor spaces.
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